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ABSTRACT 
 

A World War II U.S. Merchant Marine 

Seaman engaged in active, ocean-going 

service from 1943 to 1945, serving aboard 

various Liberty Ships and converted 

freighters, Alois M. “Al” Sisolak, 86, died 

October 9, 2007. He was a loving, faithful 

husband, father and grandfather and life-

long resident of Piermont, NY, employed 

for over 40 years by the Robert Gair Paper 

Company.  Also a skilled, part-time small 

engine repairman, for over 66 years Al was 

a life member of the Piermont, NY 

Volunteer Firemen’s Association as a 

dedicated Chief Driver and Driver 

Instructor of the Empire Hose Company.  

This was one of the many tributes paid to 

him. 

 

“It is people like him, when there wasn’t 

much equipment or money, through their 

hard work, made our Department what it is 

today,”  
 

Gerald F Merna 
October 18, 2007 
(Updated: September 24, 2015) 
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THE LOSS OF ANOTHER OF PIERMONT’S GREATEST GENERATION                

ALOIS SISOLAK, SR., 1921 - 2007 

(By Gerald F. Merna,
1
 Oct. 18, 2007) 

                                                                                                 
Gladys and Alois Sisolak 

Alois M. “Al” Sisolak, Sr., 86, a life-long resident of Piermont, NY, died October 9, 2007 at the Friedwald 

Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing, New City, NY. He was born January 28, 1921 in Allentown, PA to 

Francis and Marie Sisolak. Al had moved to Pomona, NY in 2002.  

Al’s World War II service was as a U.S. Merchant Marine Seaman. He was engaged in active, ocean-going 

service from 1943 to 1945, serving aboard various Liberty Ships and converted freighters. He made two 

round-trips to LeHavre, France aboard the S.S. “Richard Rush.”   He was a member of the Atlantic and 

Gulf District of the Seafarers International Union of North America.  

After his Merchant Marine service Al was employed for over 40 years by the Robert Gair Company (and its 

predecessors Continental Can Co. and then Federal Paper and Board Co. in Piermont, NY), retiring in 

1987.  He was also a life member (over 60 years) of the Piermont, NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association. 

Al was predeceased by his wife, Gladys “Sis” (Sedlack) Sisolak, who passed away at age 73 on December 19, 

1998. They were married on June 1, 1946. A daughter, Judith Lane, passed away in 1999. Al is survived by 

his son, another “Al,” Alois Jr., of Pomona, NY, five brothers, Michael, William, Albert, Francis and Victor 

Sisolak, a sister, Julia Dally, grandsons Richard Anthony, Bruce and Jason Riker, Sister-and Brother-In-

Law Dorothy M. and Gerald F. Merna, Potomac Falls, VA; and Brother- and Sister-In-Law Thomas and 

Betty (Casey) Sedlack Sr., Piermont, NY. Funeral services were conducted at Rockland County Cemetery, 

Sparkill, NY 

 

.                
The Piermont NY Volunteer Fire Department Firing Squad renders honors to Alois Sisolak, Sr. 

 

                                                 
1
 Photos at cemetery by Gerald F. Merna, Brother-In-Law of Alois Sisolak Sr. Other photos, documents and memorabilia, unless otherwise 

credited, from the Sisolak, Sedlack, and Merna family files. 



 
Willie Sisolak, Brother of Al (L), and Alois Sisolak Jr., Son of Al (2d from L), observe Pall bearers Mike Murphy, 

Laura Gluck, Rich Perry, and Joey Segellacher remove Al’s casket from hearse 

 

   
    Piermont Fire Chief Danny Goswick and former Chiefs render a              Monsignor Robert Ford conducts grave- 

     Hand Salute at former Volunteer Fireman Al Sisolak gravesite                     side services for Alois Sisolak, Sr. 

 

 
MSgr. Robert Ford observes Piermont Volunteer Fire Department Chiefs and Members at graveside 

 



 
A Final Salute to Alois Sisolak, Sr., a 66-year member of the Piermont Volunteer Fire Department 

 

    
Family Members Connie Sisolak (Niece); Alois Jr. (Son and EMT); Linda (Merna) Figura (Niece); Dorothy (Sedlack) 

Merna (Sister-in-Law); Gerald T. Merna (Nephew); Tom Sedlack III (Nephew); Betty Sedlack (Sister-in-Law); and 

Patty (Sedlack) McKillop (Niece) pay last respects MSgr. Robert Ford (R) observes. 
 

 

    
Family Members, including Thomas Sedlack Jr., Brother-in-Law and Alois Sisolak Jr.’s co-workers Laura Gluck 

(Paramedic) and Rich Perry (EMT and member of National Guard). 

 

 



         
L: Keith Taylor, Hannemann Funeral Home Director; Center: Willie Sisolak, Brother of Alois Sr. and his 

Granddaughter Amy Sisolak; Jason Riker, Grandson of Alois Sr.; and R: Fran (Andresk) Stoughton 

 

 

    
Honor Guard Members of Korean War Veterans Association of Rockland County fold Flag as family members and 

friends observe military honors being accorded to former WWII U. S. Merchant Marine member Alois Sisolak, Sr. 

 

    
Family Members of Alois Sisolak, Sr. gather at end of burial ceremony at Rockland Cemetery, Sparkill, NY 

 

          (Left Picture, LtoR, back row) Gerald T. Merna, Linda Figura Merna, Betty Sedlack Sr., Thomas Sedlack, III. 

(Front: Dorothy M. (Sedlack) Merna, Thomas Sedlack, Sr., and Patty (Sedlack) McKillop 

 

 



 Hannemann Funeral Home Director Keith Taylor, Piermont Fire Dept. Chiefs and Msgr. Robert Ford observe 

Korean War Association Honor Guard member present flag from casket of Alois Sisolak Sr. to Rich Perry,  

Paramedic and National Guard member, and a close friend of Al Sisolak Jr. 

 

 
Rich Perry presents Alois Sisolak Jr. the flag from his Dad’s coffin as Nieces Connie Sisolak and Linda (Merna) 

Figura, Sister-In-Law Dorothy M. (Sedlack) Merna, and Nephew Gerald T. Merna look on. 

 

 

 



 
Dot and Jerry Merna with Bo Di Francesco, brother-in-law of Thomas Sedlack, Sr. Bo is a former Mayor of Piermont 

and a current member of the Piermont Volunteer Fire Department.  (Note: Piermont’s Fire Dept. trucks led the funeral 

procession from the Hannemann Funeral Home in South Nyack, NY to St. John’s Church in Piermont for the funeral 

Mass, and then to the gravesite in Rockland Cemetery in Sparkill, NY for burial).  

 

   
L: Bo Di Francesco chats with Linda Figura and Al Jr. with friends; Dot Merna, Casey Sedlack and Tom Sedlack III 

R: Two nephews, Tom Sedlack III (Napa, CA) and Gerald T. Merna (Sterling, VA), re-unite after almost 35 years 

 



 
L: Mike Murphy, Al Sisolak Jr., Rich Perry, Joey Segellacher, and Korean War Veteran from Honor Guard 

 

 
Top: Gerald T. (Jerry) Merna with his Mom Dot Merna and Bo Di Francesco 

 

   
 

Entrance to Historic Rockland Cemetery, Sparkill, NY where many family members of the Sedlack family are 

interred, including Al’s in-laws, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (and Helen) Sedlack, Sr. A few days after Al’s funeral Dot and 

Jerry returned to the cemetery to visit her Mom and Dad’s graves, pictures shown below. 

 



 

PIERMONT FIRE DEPARTMENT’S TRIBUTE TO ALOIS SISOLAK, SR. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

      
          American Legion Plaque at Cemetery Entrance             General Fremont Plaque also at Cemetery Entrance
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For our Nephew, Al Sisolak, Jr. We are so saddened at your loss of your dear Dad, and our 

Brother-in-Law, Al Sr. We are glad Dot and I, and your two Cousins--- our Son and 

Daughter, Jerry and Linda--were able to come for the viewing and funeral. We were so 

touched by the vast outpouring of love and respect from so many family members and 

friends. The Piermont Volunteer Fire Department members performed magnificently in 

rendering their Firematic Service and also attending his burial at Rockland Cemetery, 

where the Fire Dept. Honor Guard, Firing Squad and Bugler, as well as the participation of 

the three Korean War Veterans Association. Rich Perry and your other EMT friends also 

rendered most appropriate honors. The attendance of current Chief Danny Goswick and so 

many former Chiefs of the Fire Department was impressive as well, and showed the high 

esteem in which they held your Dad. You can be proud of his long heritage of service to God, 

Family, Country and Community. Stay well, and we hope our next visit will not be so long in 

coming. All our love, Aunt Dot and Uncle Jerry 

 

Gerald F. and Dorothy M. Merna (Potomac Falls, VA)                                  October 18, 2007 

                                                 
2
 John Charles Fremont (1813-1890) also known as “The Pathfinder”, and “The Champion of Freedom”; son-in-law 

of Thomas Hart Benton, a Senator from CA. Appointed lieutenant colonel of US Mounted Rifles in 1846 and ordered 

to act as Gov. of CA by Commodore Stockton; Gen. Kearny, US Army, revoked this order and placed him under 

arrest for mutiny; tried by court martial, found guilty, and pardoned by President James Polk, but resigned. Military 

Governor of CA, 1847; U.S. Senator from CA, 1850-51; candidate for President of the U.S., 1856; general in the Union 

Army during the Civil War; Governor of Arizona Territory, 1878-81; French Ancestry; Died of peritonitis in a hotel 

room in New York, NY; original interment at Trinity Church Cemetery, Manhattan, NY; reinterment in 1891 at 

Rockland Cemetery, Sparkill, NY. (Source: Dictionary of American Biography; Fremont, John C. Memoirs of My Life. 

Chicago: Belford, Clarke and Co., 1887 and others. 



                           

Rockland Cemetery (photo by Gerald F. Merna) 

November 25, 2007 

Dear Al: 

I’m sorry it’s taken this long to get these pictures to you; I have been trying to add 

information about your Dad and his life, but that is taking some time.  So I thought I’d at 

least get the funeral pictures done and send them to you. When I finish the rest they will be 

pages to add in front of these. 

Meanwhile, we hope you can have and use these as a fond remembrance of your Dad, and 

also of the many people who helped you during this sad time and who performed so 

wonderfully at his viewing and burial.   

A few “extra” pages are attached separately for you to give to your friend.  Also, this is all on 

the attached DVD that you and/or your friends can make all the copies you may want. (If 

you print copies from the DVD the “margin settings” are: 

Top and Bottom:  0.3”; Left and Right: 0.4” (anyone familiar with printing Word 

Documents will know what these measurements are). 

Hope all is well; call when you can. 

Love,    

Aunt Dot and Uncle Jerry 

 



                                                                                                          
Dot and Jerry Merna’s 1951-52 Piermont home: 2

nd
 floor Apartment in two-family house on Main St.
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Jerry Merna (Far R, 1

st
 Row behind banner, above word “Empire”). Bud Sedlack (Far R, holding banner) 

4 
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 This two-family house on Main St. was the first residence for Dot Sedlack and Jerry Merna after their Feb. 10, 1951 

marriage in Piermont’s St. John’s Catholic Church.  Dot, Sister of Gladys Sisolak, was born in Piermont and is a 1948 

graduate of its TZHS Class of 1948 and was a telephone operator for the Nyack, NY Telephone Company. Jerry, a 

former resident of nearby St. Agnes Home and School for Boys in Sparkill, also attended TZHS, and was then the 

Marine Corps Recruiter for Rockland County. When he volunteered for and served in Korea (1952-53), Dot’s 

Piermont Cousin Jim Hickey was also overseas on US Navy Submarine Duty, so Dot and Jim’s wife, Jo (Triggiani) 

Hickey, kept each other company in this house on weekends, while otherwise living with their respective parents--Dot 

in the Sedlack/Sisolak home on Ferdon Avenue, and Jo in Sparkill, until their husband’s returned. The house shown 

above exists today, as does the small Park directly across from it that now includes a GI Joe Statue honoring the 

WWII American Soldiers who shipped out to D-Day from Camp Shanks in Blauvelt/Orangeburg. Named “Last Stop 

USA,” it was dedicated on Memorial Day 1994 and Jerry’s Brother Jim was a speaker at the dedication ceremony. 
4
 Jerry was also a member of Piermont’s Empire Hose Co. No. 1. His above membership card was signed by Dot’s 

Brother, Thomas Sedlack, Sr., and its President, George Walter, both now deceased.  
 



 
 



                                                                                                 
This two-family home was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sedlack, Sr. in 1945 (the previous owners 

purchased it in 1907). Daughter Gladys Sedlack married Alois Sisolak and rented the left side shown above. 

The Sedlack’s and Daughter Dot lived on the right.  In 1997 the Sedlack’s sold this house to Mr. and Mrs. 

Alan Ruck, he the former star of “Ferris Buehler’s Day Off,” “Spin City,” other movies and stage plays.
5
  

Mr. and Mrs. Sisolak then moved to Pomona, NY with their Son, Alois, Jr., where Alois, Sr. died in 2007. 

 

 

 

       
Soon after purchasing the Sedlack Home, the Ruck Family convrted it to a one-family residence as shown in 

the above front and rear-view pictures of the home. The Ruck’s eventually sold their home. 

 

 

                                                 
5
 The film follows high school senior Ferris Bueller (Matthew Broderick), who skips school and spends the day in 

downtown Chicago along with his girlfriend Sloane Peterson (Mia Sara) and best friend Cameron Frye (Alan Ruck). 

He creatively avoids his school's dean of students Edward Rooney (Jeffrey Jones), his resentful sister Jeannie 

(Jennifer Grey), and his parents. Released by Paramount Pictures on June 11, 1986, Ferris Buller’s Day Off became 

one of the top-grossing films of the year and was enthusiastically received by critics and audiences alike. In 2014, the 

film was selected for preservation in the National Film Registry as per being deemed "culturally, historically, or 

aesthetically significant." (Source:  Wikipedia). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Broderick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truancy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mia_Sara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Ruck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Grey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramount_Pictures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1986_in_film#Top_grossing_films_.28U.S..29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Film_Registry


 

 

 

 

 

13 December 2007 

 

Hi Casey and Bud: 

 

Hope this finds you well and enjoying the holiday season.  

 

We had a nice telephone chat with Phyllis last night (Tom was out at the time). 

During the chat she asked if we could send the pictures I took at Al Sisolak’s 

funeral. I just put a copy in the mail to them of what is in this package to you.  

 

We thought you might like a copy as well, especially since most of the family is 

shown in the “story” I put together. 

 

We have heard many favorable comments about Bud’s presentation on the History 

of the Gair Company. Is that in a format such that you can share a copy with us? 

 

Though my time at Robert Gair after I got out of the Corps on my first enlistment 

and went back in when the Korean War broke out, that was infinitesimal compared 

to the lifelong careers of Pop, Bud, Al and so many other family members and 

friends, it was a memorable one nonetheless. 

 

 I am also enclosing a copy of the brief article I wrote for the Nyack Historical 

Society that they printed in January 2007 regarding my tour of recruiting duty in 

Rockland County  from 1950 – 1952 when I left for Korea. 

 

 

Love,  

 

Dot and Jerry 
 

 

 

Jerry Merna’s 2007 letter to Dot’s brother Thomas Sedlack, Jr. and his wife Elizabeth (Casey). 

 

 

 



 
 



VISITS TO THE ROCKLAND CEMETERY GRAVES OF MR. & MRS. THOMAS (AND 

HELEN) SEDLACK, SR. 
 

   
 

   

.                          Dot pays respect to her Mom and Dad at Rockland Cemetery, Sparkill, New York  



                                                                                                              
Jerry F, Dot, Linda at Sedlack Family Plot 

 

                     
Jerry T., Dot Linda     

             

                                                                                                               
Jerry T., and Linda at St. Agnes Convent Memorial Plaques  

 

 



FAMILY PICTURES OF ALOIS & GLADYS SISOLAK: 

 

                                                                                                 
June 01, 1946: Wedding of Alois and Gladys Sisolak 

 

                                             
.    Wedding of Alois and Gladys Sisolak with Bridesmaids and Attendants Taylor- Mickey-Bill-Willy Lynch 

Bridesmaids: 1
st
 from Left: Unk; 2

nd
 from Left: Ruth Taylor; 3

rd
 from L: Dot Sedlack  

                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Nov. 6, 1950: Al and Judith    May73: Richard & Judith Riker

6
              Unknown Date: Al and Sis  

                                                 
6
 Judith Lane Sisolak was a 1966 TZHS graduate and BOCES school in West Nyack, becoming a Licensed Practical Nurse at 

Ramapo General Hospital, Spring Valley, NY. She married Richard Bruce Riker of Tappan, NY in May 1973 and they had three 

children before Judy died of an accident at home in 1999. Her daughter Bernadette died at 29 in 2004, after Bernadette’s son 

Richard, age 5, (Judy’s grandson) died in 2001.  



                                        
.                 July 1957: Sis and Al                Al Sisolak, Jr. with Linda (Merna) Figura and Son John G. Figura  

 

                                                                                                                     
June 1955: Jerry, Judy, Jim                                    Jan. 16, 1944: Al, Sis and Freddie (Unk.) 

 

May 1995: Al Jr., Son of Alois & Gladys Sisolak (Rockland Journal News, NY) (Story continued below) 



 



                                                          
Summern 1955: Family picnic in Sisolak’s back yard: L: Linda C. Merna (in stroller), Mom & Pop Sedlack, 

Jim Merna, Judy Lane Sisolak, Gladys Sisolak, (next unknown), Hugh McAvinue (white shirt & tie)  

 

                                                                                                  
1951: Al and Sis Sisolak, Wes Hardy (Mom Sedlack’s Brother), Dot and Jerry Merna (Jerry then the 

Marine Recruiter for Rockland County with his office in the Nyack Village Hall (NY) from 1950 – 1952. 

 

                                                                                   
Thanksgiving 1999: Sue Merna and Al Sioslok Sr. with “Bailey” 



   
   Al Sisolak’s three Brothers who served in WWII. (Al. Sr. also served in the Merchant Marine in WWII) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                
.                       1944: Michael Sisolak 

7
           Nov. 6, 1950: Jerry Merna, Al Sisolak, Sr. and Judy Sisolak 

                                                 
7
 Many years ago Dot mentioned to her husband Jerry that as a new teenager she had a “crush” on Michael 

when she met him when he visited Piermont to see his Brother Al. Jerry’s comment to that was to the effect, 

“Well that was another good Marine in your life, but I’m honored that I was the one you married!” 


